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Littlest Angels
Learning that your unborn child has a fatal genetic chromosomal disorder 
is unimaginable, devastating news for a family. Parents are so busy dealing with the 
emotional impact of the diagnosis that they are left feeling isolated and immobilized. Not 
knowing where to turn for help, they believe no one else can understand their experience. 

Save These Dates!
Service of Remembrance 
Sunday, October 20, 2013
3:00 pm (reception to follow)
St. Mary’s Hospital Chapel
5801 Bremo Road
Richmond, VA 23226

Please join us as we celebrate the lives 
of our very special Noah’s Children 
patients and families. For more 
information, please contact Beth Smith 
at beth_smith@bshsi.org or 
(804) 287-7686.

Vineyard Vines  
Shopping Event to Benefit 
Noah’s Children
Sunday, November 3, 2013
12:00 – 3:00 pm
Vineyard Vines
9200 Stony Point Parkway
Richmond, VA 23235

Customers will receive a 10% discount, 
AND 10% of purchases made during 
this time will go to Noah’s Children.

2014 Noah’s Children’s  
41 Gala 
Saturday, February 15, 2014
6:00 pm
The Jefferson Hotel
101 W. Franklin Street
Richmond, VA 23220

This is our don’t-miss annual 
fundraiser. You WILL want to be there! 
For ticket or sponsorship information, 
please visit www.fortyoneevent.org 
or contact Peggy Wilson at  
(804) 287-7700.

 The three families you are about to meet learned that, as devastating as the news 
was, the Perinatal Program offered by Noah’s Children’s was able to provide them with 
the medical, physical, emotional, spiritual and educational support they needed during 
the most difficult chapter of their lives.

FAITH MARIE CORBIN (December 26, 2012 – March 20, 2013)
 At her 22-week ultrasound appointment, Crissy Corbin learned her unborn child 
had Trisomy 13. “Obviously it was very traumatic for our family,” Crissy said. A genetics 
counselor referred Crissy and her husband, Thomas, to Noah’s Children who helped 
them make important decisions about their baby’s care, both before and after birth. 
 The Noah’s team accompanied Crissy to her doctor’s appointments and met with 
the labor and delivery team. “There was a tremendous amount of information to digest,” 
said Crissy, “and it was so helpful to have another set of ears there.” Noah’s Children also 
was the only member of their medical team that talked to the family about the possibility 
of taking their child home from the hospital and what was needed to prepare for it.
 “The day Faith was born was wonderful for us,” said Crissy, “because we had put real 
effort into planning the whole experience, and everything went smoothly. We knew we 
didn’t have much time with her, but we had planned ahead for ways to make the absolute 
most of that time.”
 When it was time to take Faith home, Noah’s Children worked with the hospital to 
coordinate the needed medical equipment. “We didn’t have to stress about the details,” 
Crissy said. “It was a relief to have them helping us. I truly don’t know what we would 
have done without them in the picture. They were just a Godsend.”
 Sadly, Faith passed away on March 20, 2013. However, Noah’s continues to support 
the Corbins through a variety of family programs, including the Healing Haven camp 
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attended by the Corbins’ 3!-year-old son, as well 
as Crissy’s 9-year-old sister, who was also deeply 
impacted by Faith’s death. The family also attended 
this summer’s pool party, which provided a great 
opportunity to meet with other families in similar 
situations.
  “I admit,” Crissy added, “that I was hesitant 
to call Noah’s Children in the beginning because 
I felt like nobody understood. We felt so alone 
and helpless during this time, but knowing there 
was an organization out there that cares and 
understands the situation in a way that nobody 
else can, really provided tremendous comfort.”
  There’s a bit of happy news to add to this story: 
Crissy is currently pregnant with a healthy baby 
boy, who will be delivered by C-section on Faith’s 
birthday, December 26, 2013.

Allan B. Jones
  An elementary school art teacher in New York and 

Richmond for 15 years, Allan B. Jones also has been 

a Noah’s Children volunteer for the past two years. 

He learned about Noah’s at a meeting of art teachers 

from Richmond Public Schools at the Virginia 

Museum of Fine Arts, and knew immediately that he 

wanted to assist. He says he felt called to reach out 

more to children in need and that Noah’s provides a 

deep-hearted and deeply needed service to so many 

young people and their families. 

  “I have had many moving experiences already 

in my short time with Noah’s,” says Allan, “but 

SADIE KATHRYN FOWLER (April 24, 2013 – May 1, 2013)
 Elizabeth Fowler and her husband, John, didn’t know if Noah’s could help 
when they received a Trisomy 18 diagnosis at 20 weeks, because “we just had 
so much going on in our heads that we didn’t know what to do,” Elizabeth said.

 She eventually made the call, and “in the short time I talked with Bev  
(one of the Noah’s Children nurses), I felt like a huge weight had been lifted off 
my shoulders. They provided us with educational information and resources 
we didn’t know existed, including a parent network where families can share 
their experiences.”
 Noah’s Children supported the Fowlers by helping develop a birth plan 

What are Trisomy 13 and 18?
Trisomy 13, also called Patau syndrome, and Trisomy 18, also called 
Edwards Syndrome, are both chromosomal disorders in which there is 
an extra 13th or 18th chromosome caused by an error in cell division, 
and are known as potentially lethal congenital conditions because of the 
very high risk of mortality. (See next page for more information.)

my favorite memory was the Family Fun Day 

party held last October. It was a stunning fall 

afternoon, and we painted pumpkins and had 

a grand old time! There were so many smiling, 

glowing faces – from children and parents alike!”

 Noah’s is special, he adds, “because of its 

positive, compassionate staff, its unique place 

in the medical field in Virginia, and most of all, 

because of the children and families it serves.”

 We thank you Allan, for both the talent 

and time you provide to our wonderful Noah’s 

Children families!
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Friend of Noah’s Children

As a Noah’s volunteer  
for the past two years,  
Allan Jones enjoyed the 
Noah’s Family Fun Day  

party last October.

Sadie Fowler with her mother, Elizabeth; her sister, Emma; and her father, John.

Faith with her father, Thomas; mother, Crissy; and brother, Lee.



Summertime Fun!
 Thanks to the tremendous generosity of our donors, 
40 children were able to attend summer camps this 
year. “It’s so important for these children, who are active 
Noah’s Children patients and siblings, as well as siblings 
of children who have died, to have a camp experience like 
this,” said Sallye Hardy, Noah’s Children’s chaplain. “It 
allows them to enjoy normal kid experiences during an 
incredibly emotional time.” 
 This year’s camps were held at Level Green, Camp 
Selah, The Museum of Fine Arts, Mesa Vista, Galloping 
Acres, Camp Hanover, Hampden-Sydney, YMCA, Hat 
Creek Camps, Kings Dominion, and VCU. Enthusiastic 
campers participated in horseback riding lessons, 

and attending doctor’s appointments where “they knew the 
right questions to ask when I didn’t,” Elizabeth said. “They 
just made everything seamless.” Although Sadie only lived 
a week, the time her family spent with her was made all the 
more precious because of Noah’s assistance.
  “I’m a private person,” Elizabeth added. “It’s not my 
natural instinct to talk about my problems with strangers, 
but very quickly after my diagnosis, I learned I couldn’t 
keep it all inside. You can’t deal with such a crisis on your 
own, you shouldn’t have to, and you don’t have to, thanks 
to the incredible team at Noah’s Children. The hardest part 
is making that initial call, but I was so glad that I did. I just 
can’t say enough about all Noah’s Children did for us.”

ANNA HOPE JOHANSEN (Born: March 20, 2013)
 Zuzana and Andy Johansen became involved with 
Noah’s Children just after their daughter, Anna Hope, was 
born. With an in-utero diagnosis of Trisomy 18, doctors told 
the Johansens over and over that, most likely, their child 
would not make it through the pregnancy. On the day of 
Anna’s birth, however, a nurse at the hospital referred the 
family to Noah’s Children, and Dr. Archuleta met with them 
the same day. He explained the organization and its services. 

“We really appreciated that 
visit,” said Zuzana, “because 
everything was very chaotic at 
the time.” 
 Because of the doctors’ 
grim prognosis throughout 
the pregnancy, the Johansens 
had not planned to bring their 
daughter home. “We had 
nothing for a new baby because 
we were told we would be 
coming home alone.” Noah’s 
Children stepped in and, with 
the help of generous donors, 
provided the family with the 
basic necessities to go home. 
“It completely shocked us,” Zuzana said. “We started crying because 
we couldn’t believe that perfect strangers would just come and bring us 
what we needed to bring our daughter home.” 
 Today Anna is truly a miracle baby. At six months old, she is doing 
remarkably well. She is fed through an NG tube, although she can also 
eat some food by mouth. So far, she has no major physical limitations, 
and she’s actually gaining weight and growing. The Johansens know 
their time with Anna is limited, but Noah’s Children has helped them 
find ways to enjoy every moment that they have with her. 
 “My husband and I can’t stop telling people how very grateful we 
are for all that Noah’s has done for us,” Zuzana added. “We continue 
to be blown away by all the emotional and medical support. It’s a very 
special thing to know there is someone you can call, even in the middle 
of the night, who can help and understands our unique situation.”
 If you or someone you know could benefit from Noah’s Children’s 
perinatal services, please call us at (804) 287-7686 or visit our website 
at www.noahschildren.com for more information.

Trisomy 13 and 18 Statistics 
95% of pregnancies complicated by Trisomy 13 or 
18 will end in a fetal death either from miscarriage, 
elective termination of the pregnancy, or stillbirth. Only 
5% of these pregnancies result in a live born infant, 
and of these “Littlest Angels,” 57% die in the first 
week, 70% die in the first month, and 97% die by 
the first year. Please visit www.trisomy.org for more 
information.

guitar lessons, swimming, 
gymnastics, baseball, soccer, 
basketball, princess camps, 
and more.
 Dorinne Dillard, whose two 
sons attended this summer, said 
“Thomas and Jaylen both have sooooo much fun at camp each year. 
They really look forward to it. They feel the love from the leaders, and 
camp gives them the opportunity to forget everything so they can just 
be kids and have fun.” 
 We are already raising money so that more children can attend 
next year’s summer lineup of camps. If you are interested in donating, 
please give us a call at (804) 287-7686.

Zuzana and Andy Johansen with Anna Hope.
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The holidays are chaotic times for most of us, but when 
your child is ill, the stress of celebrating becomes even greater. 
These families are busy caring for their sick children and siblings, 
so things like holiday meals and shopping often take a back seat to 
meeting the family’s primary needs. But you can help! Donations are 
currently being accepted for the purchase of food and holiday gifts 
for Noah’s patients and their families.

THANKSGIVING: Super chef Annie Chalkley and her dedicated 
team of volunteer cooks will once again prepare entire Thanksgiving 
meals for our Noah’s Children families. All the meals are made from 
scratch, and we are in need of donations to purchase the food, as 
well as helping with the deliveries.

HOLIDAY GIFTS: Each year Noah’s Children helps families meet 
their children’s holiday wish lists by purchasing special presents.  
We are seeking donations for the purchase of these gifts and 
volunteers to help deliver them.

If you would like to donate to these worthy events, please send a check 
to: Noah’s Children, 7229 Forest Avenue, Suite 200, Richmond, VA 
23226, or call us at (804) 287-7686. Thank you!
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Visit Our New Web Site
www.noahschildren.com

(804) 287-7686

Office
5855 Bremo Rd., Suite 409

Richmond, VA 23226

Donations
7229 Forest Ave., Suite 200

Richmond, VA 23226

We celebrate the lives of these children
and honor all those who love them.

Sadie Kathryn Fowler
4/24/2013 – 5/1/2013

Ella Corinne Meadows
6/26/2012 – 6/5/2013

William Joseph Lamb
4/7/1998 – 7/1/2013

James Wesley Edwards
4/14/1993 – 7/14/2013

Desiree Amaia Taylor
2/22/2011 – 7/19/2013

Rebecca Elizabeth Maupin
12/9/1998 – 8/13/2013

Holiday Helpers Needed


