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Keeping Up with the Joneses
By all appearances, Allie Jones LV�DQ�RXWJRLQJ��KDSS\�WZR�
\HDU�FKLOG��%RUQ����ZHHNV�HDUO\�WR�SDUHQWV�$PDQGD�DQG�-RKQ�-RQHV��$OOLH�ZDV�

KHDOWK\�XQWLO�VKH�GHYHORSHG�D�VHYHUH�LQIHFWLRQ��FDOOHG�1HFURWL]LQJ�(QWHURFROLWLV�

�1(&���DW�WZR�ZHHNV�ROG��7KH�LQIHFWLRQ�RIWHQ�RFFXUV�LQ�SUHPDWXUH�EDELHV�DQG�

UHVXOWHG� LQ� VXUJHU\� GXULQJ�ZKLFK� GRFWRUV� UHPRYHG�PRUH� WKDQ� ���� RI � KHU�

VPDOO� LQWHVWLQH� OHDGLQJ�WR�D�FRQGLWLRQ�NQRZQ�DV�6KRUW�%RZHO�6\QGURPH�RU�

´6KRUW�*XW�µ�$V�D�UHVXOW��$OOLH�ORVW�WKH�SDUW�RI �KHU�LQWHVWLQH�WKDW�DEVRUEV�WKH�

IRRG�DQG�QXWULWLRQ�QHHGHG�WR�JURZ�QRUPDOO\��$OOLH�FDQQRW�FKHZ�UHJXODU�IRRG��

DOWKRXJK�VKH�FDQ�LQJHVW�IRRGV�WKDW�GLVVROYH�LQ�KHU�PRXWK��OLNH�FUDFNHUV���VR�

VKH�UHFHLYHV�KHU�QXWULWLRQ�WKURXJK�D�IHHGLQJ�WXEH�

 Unfortunately, the original NEC infection also caused Allie’s brain 

to stop growing, so she also has cerebral palsy, mild hearing loss and 

oral praxis, a condition which makes speech difficult. But that hasn’t 

stopped Allie from learning to communicate. not in the least! 

 “For the last year,” said mom Amanda, “we’ve been working with a 

group called the Challenge Discovery Project’s PCA, that teaches sign 

language to hearing-impaired children and their families. Allie has 

learned more than 400 signs in just one year! She went from being 

very withdrawn and shy to an outgoing, happy child.”

 Noah’s Children came into the Jones family’s lives soon after they 

moved to Richmond from Danville about 16 months ago. “We didn’t 

know anyone other than the doctors and nurses who worked with 

Allie,” said Amanda. “But through regular visits and family-sponsored 

activities, Noah’s Children introduced us to a whole network of other 

families who were going through similar situations. They’ve been a 

blessing in our lives.”

 The best thing about Noah’s Children for the Jones family, however, 

is how they’ve embraced the entire family, which also includes Allie’s 

brother, Parker, 6, and sister Kaylei, 3. “There are so many special-

needs groups out there willing to help parents and their kids, but 

Noah’s Children is the first group we’ve encountered that helps and 

cares about the family as a whole, not just the special-needs child. They 
The Jones Family

Allie poses with her father John, her mother Amanda,  
sister Kaylei (3), and brother Parker (6).Continued on the next page



As Noah’s Children continues to grow LQ�the number of patients 
and families it serves, it’s also increasing the number of programs it offers, with 
the Bereavement Team being the latest addition. While The Joint Commission 
(the nation’s oldest and largest standards-setting and accrediting body in health 
care) has always required bereavement services, Noah’s has intensified its efforts 
to provide bereavement services that are holistic and available at minimal cost. 
To do so, an all volunteer Bereavement Team (BRVT) comprised of professionals, 
students and other volunteers from many occupations and backgrounds, are 
working together under the direction of Board Certified Chaplain and Noah’s 
Bereavement Coordinator Sallye Hardy and the clinical oversight of Dr. Yvonne 
Berry. The team offers a number of services specifically for the grieving families 
of Noah’s Children, including:

u Bereavement Newsletter – a bi-monthly publication filled with grieving info 
and coping tips.

u Card and Anniversary Program – a customized card program where families 
will receive loving reminders from Noah’s Children that they’ve not been forgotten 
during their difficult journey.

u Bereavement Helpline – a phone number that Noah’s families can call 24 
hours a day/7 days a week to speak with a trained volunteer about their grief.

u Family Bereavement Camp (Healing Haven) – the first camp of this type for 
families was held May 18-20 at Camp Hanover and consisted of both structured 
and unstructured time where families came together, to openly discuss and 
celebrate the child they lost. The camp included fun activities like campfires, a 
butterfly release on the final day, as well as age-appropriate group sessions run by 
licensed counselors. 

 “Families who have lost a child have very 
special needs, needs that most of us cannot 
comprehend,” said Sallye Hardy, Noah’s 
Children Chaplain. “The new Bereavement 
Team will allow us to focus on addressing those 
specific needs and providing compassionate 
support during the most difficult time of their 
lives. Because the emotional risks are so high, 
we now have a three-year commitment to stay 
intentionally involved with each family, as they 
need us and are open to our services. There is 
still much that can be done.”
 To learn more or to become a member 
of the volunteer Bereavement Team, please 
contact Sallye at sallye_hardy@bshsi.org 
or (804) 287-7686. The Team meets most 
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. at the Noah’s Children 
office – 5855 Bremo Road (Medical Office 
Building NORTH), Suite 409.

Friends of Noah’s Children:  
The Bereavement Team
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realize there’s an effect, not just on Allie 

who is sick a lot, but on all my kids, and that 

makes me feel better as a mom.”

 Allie is doing well these days and will 

enter a special hearing-impaired pre-school 

program in Henrico County this September. 

Despite her difficulties, Allie is a tenacious 

fighter and continues to defy doctors’ medical 

predictions.

 Faith is an important part of this 

family’s life, and because of that, Amanda is 

confident that “God has big plans for Allie.” 
Allie displays her sweet smile.



Announcements

New Staff
Noah’s Children is growing by leaps and bounds. Please join 

us in welcoming the three newest members of our team!

Teresa Miller, RN, BSN, CPN, joined 

the Noah’s team in January as nurse 

manager. She also serves as nurse 

manager for the St. Mary’s Pediatric 

Intensive Care Unit and has been with 

Bon Secours for 15 years. Previously, 

Teresa was a burn nurse at UNC Chapel 

Hill and helped develop the Pediatric Bone Marrow 

Transplant Program at Duke University Medical Center. 

Pam Stephenson, MSW, joined in 

January as a full-time social worker after 

serving as a volunteer for the past year. 

She previously worked with Richmond 

Behavioral Health Authority with the 

Children’s Intellectual Disability unit 

and then as an early intervention intake 

clinician with the Infant and Toddler Connection of 

Richmond.

 

Beena Parekh, LCSW, joined Noah’s in 

November 2011 as an as-needed social 

worker to assist Pam Stephenson. Beena 

also currently works with Bon Secours 

Hospice (Adults) and is involved with 

a Private Practice Group – James River 

Psychotherapy Associates. 

Interested in Contributing?
If you would like to make a donation to any of Noah’s Children’s 

programs, we offer several ways to contribute:

Phone: Phone (804) 287-7700 for credit card payments.

Online: Online donations to Noah’s Children may be made 

through the Bon Secours Richmond Healthcare Foundation 

at www.bsvaf.org. Please specify “Noah’s Children” under 

Designation.

By Mail: You may print off a Donation Form from 

our web site or simply mail a check, made payable 

to Noah’s Children to: Noah’s Children, 5875 Bremo 
Road, Suite 305, Richmond, VA 23226

Looking to Volunteer?
Please contact our office at (804) 287-7686. Many 

thanks in advance for your kindness and generosity! 

Teresa Miller

Beena Parekh

Pam Stephenson

Call for Volunteers and Donations

Noah’s Children offers a number of programs for patients 

and family members all of which are made possible by 

your generous donations. We’re now preparing for these 

upcoming holidays:

Thanksgiving
Once again, local chef and business owner, Annie Chalkley 

will prepare complete Thanksgiving  

meals for Noah’s Children families. 

Donations to help purchase 

the food are needed, 

as well as volunteers 

to help with cooking and  

deliveries beginning in 

early November. 

Christmas
Noah’s will offer meals and presents for our families again 

this year. Donations are needed to purchase gifts to ensure 

our sick children and their family members enjoy a stress-

free holiday. We would love volunteers to help with shopping, 

wrapping and delivery of gifts.
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THANK YOU  
DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS

Noah’s Children has accomplished 
so much over the years  

because of friends like you.  
Whether it’s making a donation  

or volunteering your time,  
your support helps us provide 

quality care and services to families. 
On behalf of the staff  
and families we serve,

thank you!

Noelle Corey 
Benjamin-Kizzie

1-1-12

Darius Smith
1-8-12

Desire Robinson
2-11-12

Jocelin Arriola Moscoso
2-12-12

Talia Hill
2-22-12

Mykenzi Alexis Woolard
3-23-12

Kganya Matlala
4-10-12

JaNiyah Bolden
4-6-12

McKayla Lee Alley
5-26-12

Matthew Ali Mohammad
6-9-12

Micha Crosslin
7-23-12

Vera Dooley
6-4-12

Shanise Hobbs
7-15-12

Joshua Taylor
6-14-12

Andrew “Drew” Goodman
8-15-12

Andrew “Andy” Lent
8-15-12

Karin “Gracie” Hazelton
8-15-12

Faris Ansari
8-18-12


