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As Noah’s Children marks 20 years of service to Central 
Virginia families, its founder reflects on the pioneering 
program’s beginnings and continued successes

When Bob 
Archuleta, M.D., 
FAAP, FAAHPM, 
Founder and Medical 
Director of Noah’s 

Children, purchased a Noah’s 
Ark-themed collage created 
by his daughter’s kindergarten 

class 20 years ago, it would 
have been easy to hang it in 
his Richmond pediatric office 
and leave it at that. But as 
patients and families continued 
to remark on the artwork, it 
seemed destined to become 
more than adornment. 

A new concept of care

I N  M E M O R I A M
Thank you donors 
and volunteers
Giving to our Noah’s Children Fund 
means you are a part of bringing 
compassionate palliative and hospice 
care to Central Virginia children, 
currently at no charge to our patients 
or their insurance companies. 

Noah’s Children has accomplished  
so much over the 
years because of 
friends like you.

On behalf of the  
staff and families  
we serve, thank you!

Matthew Smith — 2/16/17 - 2/16/17

Adam Wirfs — 6/1/15 - 2/24/17

Ameenah Franklin — 8/3/16 - 3/3/17

Beckett Wyatt — 7/16/07 - 3/19/17

Sarah Norman — 10/21/02 - 3/22/17

Cash Dharamsi — 10/11/13 - 4/12/17

Ka’niyah Brown — 7/9/16 - 4/30/17

Jordan Mast — 7/27/11 - 5/9/17

Logan Bucheit — 5/16/17 - 5/16/17

Adam Marceron — 10/13/11 - 6/5/17

We celebrate the lives of these children
and honor all those who love them.
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Capturing the moments
Noah’s Children partners with local photographer 
When you spend time with Noah’s Children families, you immediately 
sense the connection and depth of love they share. But in the 
course of a challenging journey, taking the time to document the 
moments we spend, and the beauty and joy that arises in those 
moments, can be challenging. 

Through a partnership formed with Noah’s Children last 
November, local photographer Patience Salgado has begun 
offering a range of services as part of Noah’s Children’s memory 
making initiatives. Along with providing birth photography and 
portraiture services, Salgado can also be on-hand to attend 
special events, as well as schedule family sessions where she 
can capture candid, day-in-the-life style moments. 

This direct family service is made possible through generous 
community supporters, and once a family requests Salgado’s services 
through Noah’s Children, she, the family and a Noah’s Children team 
member will meet to craft a plan for what the family would like.  

“My only goal,” Salgado says, “is to reflect back the love these 
families share and hopefully give them something they can cherish.” 

To learn more about Patience Salgado and see more examples  
of her work, visit www.patiencesalgadophotography.com.
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What your support means  
The partnership between Noah’s Children 
and the Bon Secours Health System, started 
in 2008, has helped to ensure that all 
programmatic and administrative costs are 
covered without the aid of donor support. 

This means that every cent Noah’s Children 
receives from the community goes directly 
to serving patients and their families, and 
that no family incurs any cost for the help 
they receive. 

And cents is all it takes. Of the more  
than 1,000 donations made to Noah’s 
Children in 2016, 63 percent ranged  
from $1 to $50. Add it all up, and you  
get real impact.

1,994
clinical home visits by 

physician, nurse, 
social worker, or chaplain 

What we do
For a child living with an incurable illness, life is more 
than a set of medical problems to be solved. In addi-
tion to helping patients and families coordinate care 
and navigate the complexities of treatment options, 
Noah’s Children provides a range of services based 
on each family’s plan of care to alleviate burdens 
and enhance life, including but not limited to: 
■■ Home visitations and 24/7 availability 
■■ Gift cards to cover food, gas and other  
essential expenses

■■ Creative therapies, such as music, art, pet  
and massage

■■ Monthly family meals
■■ Back-to-school book bags for patients  
and siblings

■■ Seasonal events for families to be with others  
facing similar challenges 

■■ Parents’ night out and sibling summer camps
■■ Holiday help, such as family Thanksgiving meals, 
Christmas gifts and Easter baskets for patients  
and siblings

■■ Memorial photos and memory making
■■ Support groups and bereavement camps
■■ Financial assistance with funeral expenses 

When families like the Bakers 
are faced with one of life’s 
most difficult journeys, 
Noah’s Children walks with 
them every step of the way. 

continued inside
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Y With the help of Noah’s Children, Keela Aldridge and Kamaurie Cunningham 
welcomed their daughter Amauri Cunningham into the world in June. 
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Why we serve 
There are nearly 48,000 children with special health care needs 
living in Central Virginia, roughly 18 percent of all children in the 
region. Of those, approximately 2,500 live with life-threatening 
or life-limiting conditions requiring palliative and hospice care. 
Noah’s Children currently serves 40 to 50 children at any given  
time, with 25 children dying in hospice care per year.

“Sadly, not every child who needs these services is being provided 
them,” says Dr. Archuleta. “As we look toward the next 20 years 
for Noah’s Children, my dream and hope is to see our model 
of care continue to expand, find more and more support in our 
community, and eventually realize that all children with serious 
complex and life-threatening illness are receiving concurrent 
palliative, supportive and loving care.”

So, he made prints of the collage to 
give to the students, with some extra to 
sell, and approached the class with one 
simple question: What should we do 
with the proceeds? 

Their answer? Use it to help sick and 
dying children. 

“I promised them I’d do exactly what 
they’d asked,” Dr. Archuleta recalls.  
“Then I realized that to keep my word, 
we needed to create a new concept of 
care for these children, and we needed 
to find a better way of caring — with 

extra layers of support  
and involvement — for 
the children and their 
families with complex and 
life-threatening illnesses.”

Within six months of 
purchasing that collage in 
1997, Noah’s Children was 
incorporated as one of the 
first pediatric hospice and 
palliative care programs 
in the country, and Dr. 
Archuleta says he still  
finds joy in helping to  
ease one of life’s most 
difficult journeys. 

“I meet such extraor-
dinary children and 
families,” he says. “To 
witness the unconditional 
love these families devote 
so tirelessly, elegantly 
and graciously, and with 
such dignity, reminds me 
every day how sacred life 

truly is. We have a tremendously caring 
and generous community who have 
supported Noah’s Children for 20 years 
professing the sanctity of a child’s life.” 

Protecting and honoring that sanc-
tity has always been at the heart of 
Noah’s Children, even as palliative care 
remained a relatively new practice at the 
outset. But Dr. Archuleta recognized that 
to provide the best possible care and 
quality of life, Noah’s Children needed to 
serve these children and families from 
the time of diagnosis, not just the point 
of imminent death, with families still 
being able to pursue curative measures 
while receiving comprehensive and 
compassionate care concurrently in their 
homes and communities.

“We were home-based from the start, 
because that’s where children want to 
be when they are ill,” Dr. Archuleta says, 
adding that this model also gives the 
Noah’s Children team greater opportu-
nities to discuss openly and honestly a 
family’s medical, emotional, spiritual and 
practical needs, as well as their hopes, 
wishes and dreams for the future. 

“There isn’t just one individual who can 
provide that kind of care,” Dr. Archuleta 
says. “It takes an interdisciplinary 
team of experts — physicians, nurses, 
social workers, spiritual care-givers and 
volunteers — to create a plan of care and 
to share in that journey.” 

The impact of this approach over the 
past 20 years can be found in a compi-
lation of statistics — the several hundred 
patients and their families served since 
2008 alone, the nearly $300,000 
donated by community members each 

A night of hope
More than 340 people gathered once again 
at the Jefferson Hotel March 18 for the annual 
Children’s Hope Gala, celebrating both the 20th 
anniversary of Noah’s Children and the expan-
sion of the Richmond Hope Therapy Center. 

In addition to being treated to a fabulous 
dinner, attendees participated in live and silent 
auctions where bidders could win items like 
artwork from local artists, jewelry, trips to 
places like Los Cabos and the Cotswalds, and 
even a football signed by Washington Redskins 
offensive tackle Morgan Moses. 

Thanks to the generosity of volunteers, 
sponsors, attendees, auction bidders and other 
donors, the gala raised more than $200,000 
for Noah’s Children and the Richmond Hope 
Therapy Center. 

year and roughly 1,000 hours  
of volunteer time given annually, as 
well as the fact that Noah’s Children 
receives an almost equal share of 
referrals from all three Richmond-area 
health systems. The immeasurable 
successes, however, are more pro-
foundly seen in a child’s eyes lighting 
up at a family pool party, or relaxing 
during a music therapy session, 
a parent breathing a little easier 
knowing they have someone to talk 
to whenever the need arises, and a 
sibling getting to enjoy even a few 
more precious moments of being  
a big brother or sister. ♥

Noah’s Children  
is Central Virginia’s 

only pediatric 
palliative care and 
hospice program.

Appreciating every second
This past year, 12-year-old Claire Williams played soccer with the Randolph Macon 
College women’s soccer team, wrote four chapters of a book in progress about an 
adventurous group of siblings and completed the sixth grade. But as her mother, 
Karen Sparrow admits, envisioning such triumphs was sometimes difficult. 

As a newborn, Karen and her hus-
band, Dan Williams, had trouble 
keeping Claire awake long enough 
to nurse. Even then, she experi-
enced difficulty with feedings. As 
Claire began to miss milestones 
and developed seizures at nine 
months, it became clear that 
something more serious 
than food allergies was 
affecting Claire. 

It took until age three 
for a specialist in Atlanta 
to confirm Claire was 
living with mitochondrial 
encephalomyopathy, 
and to that point, Karen 
estimates her daughter 
had spent a third of her 
life in the hospital. 

Because mitochondrial 
disorders affect the 
energy engine of every 
cell in the body — and, 
thus, multiple organ sys-
tems which require that 
energy to function — they 
present very differently 
from person to person. In 
Claire’s case, her condi-
tion primarily impacts 
her gastrointestinal and 
respiratory systems, as 
well as her brain and 
central nervous system. 

This means that Claire 
requires the use of a 
feeding tube for nutrition, as well as 
a respirator at night to support her 
breathing. Additionally, she pres-
ents symptoms similar to Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and experiences 
overall muscle weakness, requiring 
periodic use of a wheelchair, the 
companionship of a service dog 
and a host of other interventions 
depending on her daily needs, 
since her body doesn’t make quite 
enough energy to go around. 

Noah’s Children entered their 
lives around the time Claire was 
diagnosed and was nearing the 
end of a 60-day hospitalization, 
and as Karen recalls, “They were 
the first people who didn’t think 
it was crazy to want to care for 
Claire at home.”

The nature of mitochondrial dis-
ease means that Claire’s needs are 
ever-evolving, and Karen credits 
Noah’s Children with ensuring her 
medical interventions shift accord-
ingly, while still allowing Claire to be 
a kid out in the world, not stuck in a 
hospital bed. 

“That’s incredibly freeing, and 
we’ve been able to handle many 
things that might have required 
hospitalizations in the past,” she says. 

Similarly, she adds, Noah’s 
Children has always worked to 
enrich Claire’s life beyond her 
medical needs through things 

like music therapy, home 
visits and the various 
events Noah’s Children 
holds throughout the 
year, to name a few. 

And Claire’s big sister 
Emma has never gotten 
lost in the shuffle, either, 
Karen says, noting how 
Noah’s Children twice 
sent Emma to horseback 
riding camp and has 
always worked to ensure 
her needs are met as well. 
In turn, those experiences 
have helped inspire 
Emma to similarly serve 
others by volunteering  
to help those with special 
needs participate in 
activities ranging from 
soccer and basketball, to 
dance and even attending 
Sunday school. 

“She’s all about breaking 
down those barriers for her 
friends,” Karen says, just as 
Noah’s Children has been 
devoted to breaking down 

the barriers facing Claire.
As a result, Claire’s twelfth year 

has been one of her best yet. In 
fact, Karen laughs, Claire’s even 
starting to sass like any adolescent 
would, which she admits is a 
pleasant problem to have. 

“We don’t take that for 
granted,” Karen says. “To see 
where she’s been and how well 
she’s doing now, we appreciate 
every single second.” ♥

The Williams family: Dan, Claire, Karen and Emma
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Top: Members of the Children’s Hope Gala Committee, 
who worked tirelessly to ensure the evening went off 
without a hitch. 
Right: Members of the Archuleta family celebrate Noah’s 
Children’s 20th Anniversary. Pictured, front row, left to 
right, are: Christine F. Archuleta, Dr. Felice M. Archuleta 
and Dr. Bob A. Archuleta. Behind them stand Henry B. 
Archuleta and Elena Archuleta.
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This kindergarten collage depicting Noah’s Ark continues to 
inspire unprecedented action. 

A new concept of care continued from front



Why we serve 
There are nearly 48,000 children with special health care needs 
living in Central Virginia, roughly 18 percent of all children in the 
region. Of those, approximately 2,500 live with life-threatening 
or life-limiting conditions requiring palliative and hospice care. 
Noah’s Children currently serves 40 to 50 children at any given  
time, with 25 children dying in hospice care per year.

“Sadly, not every child who needs these services is being provided 
them,” says Dr. Archuleta. “As we look toward the next 20 years 
for Noah’s Children, my dream and hope is to see our model 
of care continue to expand, find more and more support in our 
community, and eventually realize that all children with serious 
complex and life-threatening illness are receiving concurrent 
palliative, supportive and loving care.”

So, he made prints of the collage to 
give to the students, with some extra to 
sell, and approached the class with one 
simple question: What should we do 
with the proceeds? 

Their answer? Use it to help sick and 
dying children. 

“I promised them I’d do exactly what 
they’d asked,” Dr. Archuleta recalls.  
“Then I realized that to keep my word, 
we needed to create a new concept of 
care for these children, and we needed 
to find a better way of caring — with 

extra layers of support  
and involvement — for 
the children and their 
families with complex and 
life-threatening illnesses.”

Within six months of 
purchasing that collage in 
1997, Noah’s Children was 
incorporated as one of the 
first pediatric hospice and 
palliative care programs 
in the country, and Dr. 
Archuleta says he still  
finds joy in helping to  
ease one of life’s most 
difficult journeys. 

“I meet such extraor-
dinary children and 
families,” he says. “To 
witness the unconditional 
love these families devote 
so tirelessly, elegantly 
and graciously, and with 
such dignity, reminds me 
every day how sacred life 

truly is. We have a tremendously caring 
and generous community who have 
supported Noah’s Children for 20 years 
professing the sanctity of a child’s life.” 

Protecting and honoring that sanc-
tity has always been at the heart of 
Noah’s Children, even as palliative care 
remained a relatively new practice at the 
outset. But Dr. Archuleta recognized that 
to provide the best possible care and 
quality of life, Noah’s Children needed to 
serve these children and families from 
the time of diagnosis, not just the point 
of imminent death, with families still 
being able to pursue curative measures 
while receiving comprehensive and 
compassionate care concurrently in their 
homes and communities.

“We were home-based from the start, 
because that’s where children want to 
be when they are ill,” Dr. Archuleta says, 
adding that this model also gives the 
Noah’s Children team greater opportu-
nities to discuss openly and honestly a 
family’s medical, emotional, spiritual and 
practical needs, as well as their hopes, 
wishes and dreams for the future. 

“There isn’t just one individual who can 
provide that kind of care,” Dr. Archuleta 
says. “It takes an interdisciplinary 
team of experts — physicians, nurses, 
social workers, spiritual care-givers and 
volunteers — to create a plan of care and 
to share in that journey.” 

The impact of this approach over the 
past 20 years can be found in a compi-
lation of statistics — the several hundred 
patients and their families served since 
2008 alone, the nearly $300,000 
donated by community members each 

A night of hope
More than 340 people gathered once again 
at the Jefferson Hotel March 18 for the annual 
Children’s Hope Gala, celebrating both the 20th 
anniversary of Noah’s Children and the expan-
sion of the Richmond Hope Therapy Center. 

In addition to being treated to a fabulous 
dinner, attendees participated in live and silent 
auctions where bidders could win items like 
artwork from local artists, jewelry, trips to 
places like Los Cabos and the Cotswalds, and 
even a football signed by Washington Redskins 
offensive tackle Morgan Moses. 

Thanks to the generosity of volunteers, 
sponsors, attendees, auction bidders and other 
donors, the gala raised more than $200,000 
for Noah’s Children and the Richmond Hope 
Therapy Center. 

year and roughly 1,000 hours  
of volunteer time given annually, as 
well as the fact that Noah’s Children 
receives an almost equal share of 
referrals from all three Richmond-area 
health systems. The immeasurable 
successes, however, are more pro-
foundly seen in a child’s eyes lighting 
up at a family pool party, or relaxing 
during a music therapy session, 
a parent breathing a little easier 
knowing they have someone to talk 
to whenever the need arises, and a 
sibling getting to enjoy even a few 
more precious moments of being  
a big brother or sister. ♥
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Appreciating every second
This past year, 12-year-old Claire Williams played soccer with the Randolph Macon 
College women’s soccer team, wrote four chapters of a book in progress about an 
adventurous group of siblings and completed the sixth grade. But as her mother, 
Karen Sparrow admits, envisioning such triumphs was sometimes difficult. 

As a newborn, Karen and her hus-
band, Dan Williams, had trouble 
keeping Claire awake long enough 
to nurse. Even then, she experi-
enced difficulty with feedings. As 
Claire began to miss milestones 
and developed seizures at nine 
months, it became clear that 
something more serious 
than food allergies was 
affecting Claire. 

It took until age three 
for a specialist in Atlanta 
to confirm Claire was 
living with mitochondrial 
encephalomyopathy, 
and to that point, Karen 
estimates her daughter 
had spent a third of her 
life in the hospital. 

Because mitochondrial 
disorders affect the 
energy engine of every 
cell in the body — and, 
thus, multiple organ sys-
tems which require that 
energy to function — they 
present very differently 
from person to person. In 
Claire’s case, her condi-
tion primarily impacts 
her gastrointestinal and 
respiratory systems, as 
well as her brain and 
central nervous system. 

This means that Claire 
requires the use of a 
feeding tube for nutrition, as well as 
a respirator at night to support her 
breathing. Additionally, she pres-
ents symptoms similar to Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and experiences 
overall muscle weakness, requiring 
periodic use of a wheelchair, the 
companionship of a service dog 
and a host of other interventions 
depending on her daily needs, 
since her body doesn’t make quite 
enough energy to go around. 

Noah’s Children entered their 
lives around the time Claire was 
diagnosed and was nearing the 
end of a 60-day hospitalization, 
and as Karen recalls, “They were 
the first people who didn’t think 
it was crazy to want to care for 
Claire at home.”

The nature of mitochondrial dis-
ease means that Claire’s needs are 
ever-evolving, and Karen credits 
Noah’s Children with ensuring her 
medical interventions shift accord-
ingly, while still allowing Claire to be 
a kid out in the world, not stuck in a 
hospital bed. 

“That’s incredibly freeing, and 
we’ve been able to handle many 
things that might have required 
hospitalizations in the past,” she says. 

Similarly, she adds, Noah’s 
Children has always worked to 
enrich Claire’s life beyond her 
medical needs through things 

like music therapy, home 
visits and the various 
events Noah’s Children 
holds throughout the 
year, to name a few. 

And Claire’s big sister 
Emma has never gotten 
lost in the shuffle, either, 
Karen says, noting how 
Noah’s Children twice 
sent Emma to horseback 
riding camp and has 
always worked to ensure 
her needs are met as well. 
In turn, those experiences 
have helped inspire 
Emma to similarly serve 
others by volunteering  
to help those with special 
needs participate in 
activities ranging from 
soccer and basketball, to 
dance and even attending 
Sunday school. 

“She’s all about breaking 
down those barriers for her 
friends,” Karen says, just as 
Noah’s Children has been 
devoted to breaking down 

the barriers facing Claire.
As a result, Claire’s twelfth year 

has been one of her best yet. In 
fact, Karen laughs, Claire’s even 
starting to sass like any adolescent 
would, which she admits is a 
pleasant problem to have. 

“We don’t take that for 
granted,” Karen says. “To see 
where she’s been and how well 
she’s doing now, we appreciate 
every single second.” ♥

The Williams family: Dan, Claire, Karen and Emma
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Top: Members of the Children’s Hope Gala Committee, 
who worked tirelessly to ensure the evening went off 
without a hitch. 
Right: Members of the Archuleta family celebrate Noah’s 
Children’s 20th Anniversary. Pictured, front row, left to 
right, are: Christine F. Archuleta, Dr. Felice M. Archuleta 
and Dr. Bob A. Archuleta. Behind them stand Henry B. 
Archuleta and Elena Archuleta.
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This kindergarten collage depicting Noah’s Ark continues to 
inspire unprecedented action. 

A new concept of care continued from front
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As Noah’s Children marks 20 years of service to Central 
Virginia families, its founder reflects on the pioneering 
program’s beginnings and continued successes
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Archuleta, M.D., 
FAAP, FAAHPM, 
Founder and Medical 
Director of Noah’s 

Children, purchased a Noah’s 
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by his daughter’s kindergarten 

class 20 years ago, it would 
have been easy to hang it in 
his Richmond pediatric office 
and leave it at that. But as 
patients and families continued 
to remark on the artwork, it 
seemed destined to become 
more than adornment. 

A new concept of care
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Capturing the moments
Noah’s Children partners with local photographer 
When you spend time with Noah’s Children families, you immediately 
sense the connection and depth of love they share. But in the 
course of a challenging journey, taking the time to document the 
moments we spend, and the beauty and joy that arises in those 
moments, can be challenging. 

Through a partnership formed with Noah’s Children last 
November, local photographer Patience Salgado has begun 
offering a range of services as part of Noah’s Children’s memory 
making initiatives. Along with providing birth photography and 
portraiture services, Salgado can also be on-hand to attend 
special events, as well as schedule family sessions where she 
can capture candid, day-in-the-life style moments. 

This direct family service is made possible through generous 
community supporters, and once a family requests Salgado’s services 
through Noah’s Children, she, the family and a Noah’s Children team 
member will meet to craft a plan for what the family would like.  

“My only goal,” Salgado says, “is to reflect back the love these 
families share and hopefully give them something they can cherish.” 

To learn more about Patience Salgado and see more examples  
of her work, visit www.patiencesalgadophotography.com.
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What your support means  
The partnership between Noah’s Children 
and the Bon Secours Health System, started 
in 2008, has helped to ensure that all 
programmatic and administrative costs are 
covered without the aid of donor support. 

This means that every cent Noah’s Children 
receives from the community goes directly 
to serving patients and their families, and 
that no family incurs any cost for the help 
they receive. 

And cents is all it takes. Of the more  
than 1,000 donations made to Noah’s 
Children in 2016, 63 percent ranged  
from $1 to $50. Add it all up, and you  
get real impact.

1,994
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social worker, or chaplain 

What we do
For a child living with an incurable illness, life is more 
than a set of medical problems to be solved. In addi-
tion to helping patients and families coordinate care 
and navigate the complexities of treatment options, 
Noah’s Children provides a range of services based 
on each family’s plan of care to alleviate burdens 
and enhance life, including but not limited to: 
■■ Home visitations and 24/7 availability 
■■ Gift cards to cover food, gas and other  
essential expenses

■■ Creative therapies, such as music, art, pet  
and massage

■■ Monthly family meals
■■ Back-to-school book bags for patients  
and siblings

■■ Seasonal events for families to be with others  
facing similar challenges 

■■ Parents’ night out and sibling summer camps
■■ Holiday help, such as family Thanksgiving meals, 
Christmas gifts and Easter baskets for patients  
and siblings

■■ Memorial photos and memory making
■■ Support groups and bereavement camps
■■ Financial assistance with funeral expenses 

When families like the Bakers 
are faced with one of life’s 
most difficult journeys, 
Noah’s Children walks with 
them every step of the way. 

continued inside
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Y With the help of Noah’s Children, Keela Aldridge and Kamaurie Cunningham 
welcomed their daughter Amauri Cunningham into the world in June. 
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Why we serve 
There are nearly 48,000 children with special health care needs 
living in Central Virginia, roughly 18 percent of all children in the 
region. Of those, approximately 2,500 live with life-threatening 
or life-limiting conditions requiring palliative and hospice care. 
Noah’s Children currently serves 40 to 50 children at any given  
time, with 25 children dying in hospice care per year.

“Sadly, not every child who needs these services is being provided 
them,” says Dr. Archuleta. “As we look toward the next 20 years 
for Noah’s Children, my dream and hope is to see our model 
of care continue to expand, find more and more support in our 
community, and eventually realize that all children with serious 
complex and life-threatening illness are receiving concurrent 
palliative, supportive and loving care.”

So, he made prints of the collage to 
give to the students, with some extra to 
sell, and approached the class with one 
simple question: What should we do 
with the proceeds? 

Their answer? Use it to help sick and 
dying children. 

“I promised them I’d do exactly what 
they’d asked,” Dr. Archuleta recalls.  
“Then I realized that to keep my word, 
we needed to create a new concept of 
care for these children, and we needed 
to find a better way of caring — with 

extra layers of support  
and involvement — for 
the children and their 
families with complex and 
life-threatening illnesses.”

Within six months of 
purchasing that collage in 
1997, Noah’s Children was 
incorporated as one of the 
first pediatric hospice and 
palliative care programs 
in the country, and Dr. 
Archuleta says he still  
finds joy in helping to  
ease one of life’s most 
difficult journeys. 

“I meet such extraor-
dinary children and 
families,” he says. “To 
witness the unconditional 
love these families devote 
so tirelessly, elegantly 
and graciously, and with 
such dignity, reminds me 
every day how sacred life 

truly is. We have a tremendously caring 
and generous community who have 
supported Noah’s Children for 20 years 
professing the sanctity of a child’s life.” 

Protecting and honoring that sanc-
tity has always been at the heart of 
Noah’s Children, even as palliative care 
remained a relatively new practice at the 
outset. But Dr. Archuleta recognized that 
to provide the best possible care and 
quality of life, Noah’s Children needed to 
serve these children and families from 
the time of diagnosis, not just the point 
of imminent death, with families still 
being able to pursue curative measures 
while receiving comprehensive and 
compassionate care concurrently in their 
homes and communities.

“We were home-based from the start, 
because that’s where children want to 
be when they are ill,” Dr. Archuleta says, 
adding that this model also gives the 
Noah’s Children team greater opportu-
nities to discuss openly and honestly a 
family’s medical, emotional, spiritual and 
practical needs, as well as their hopes, 
wishes and dreams for the future. 

“There isn’t just one individual who can 
provide that kind of care,” Dr. Archuleta 
says. “It takes an interdisciplinary 
team of experts — physicians, nurses, 
social workers, spiritual care-givers and 
volunteers — to create a plan of care and 
to share in that journey.” 

The impact of this approach over the 
past 20 years can be found in a compi-
lation of statistics — the several hundred 
patients and their families served since 
2008 alone, the nearly $300,000 
donated by community members each 

A night of hope
More than 340 people gathered once again 
at the Jefferson Hotel March 18 for the annual 
Children’s Hope Gala, celebrating both the 20th 
anniversary of Noah’s Children and the expan-
sion of the Richmond Hope Therapy Center. 

In addition to being treated to a fabulous 
dinner, attendees participated in live and silent 
auctions where bidders could win items like 
artwork from local artists, jewelry, trips to 
places like Los Cabos and the Cotswalds, and 
even a football signed by Washington Redskins 
offensive tackle Morgan Moses. 

Thanks to the generosity of volunteers, 
sponsors, attendees, auction bidders and other 
donors, the gala raised more than $200,000 
for Noah’s Children and the Richmond Hope 
Therapy Center. 

year and roughly 1,000 hours  
of volunteer time given annually, as 
well as the fact that Noah’s Children 
receives an almost equal share of 
referrals from all three Richmond-area 
health systems. The immeasurable 
successes, however, are more pro-
foundly seen in a child’s eyes lighting 
up at a family pool party, or relaxing 
during a music therapy session, 
a parent breathing a little easier 
knowing they have someone to talk 
to whenever the need arises, and a 
sibling getting to enjoy even a few 
more precious moments of being  
a big brother or sister. ♥

Noah’s Children  
is Central Virginia’s 

only pediatric 
palliative care and 
hospice program.

Appreciating every second
This past year, 12-year-old Claire Williams played soccer with the Randolph Macon 
College women’s soccer team, wrote four chapters of a book in progress about an 
adventurous group of siblings and completed the sixth grade. But as her mother, 
Karen Sparrow admits, envisioning such triumphs was sometimes difficult. 

As a newborn, Karen and her hus-
band, Dan Williams, had trouble 
keeping Claire awake long enough 
to nurse. Even then, she experi-
enced difficulty with feedings. As 
Claire began to miss milestones 
and developed seizures at nine 
months, it became clear that 
something more serious 
than food allergies was 
affecting Claire. 

It took until age three 
for a specialist in Atlanta 
to confirm Claire was 
living with mitochondrial 
encephalomyopathy, 
and to that point, Karen 
estimates her daughter 
had spent a third of her 
life in the hospital. 

Because mitochondrial 
disorders affect the 
energy engine of every 
cell in the body — and, 
thus, multiple organ sys-
tems which require that 
energy to function — they 
present very differently 
from person to person. In 
Claire’s case, her condi-
tion primarily impacts 
her gastrointestinal and 
respiratory systems, as 
well as her brain and 
central nervous system. 

This means that Claire 
requires the use of a 
feeding tube for nutrition, as well as 
a respirator at night to support her 
breathing. Additionally, she pres-
ents symptoms similar to Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and experiences 
overall muscle weakness, requiring 
periodic use of a wheelchair, the 
companionship of a service dog 
and a host of other interventions 
depending on her daily needs, 
since her body doesn’t make quite 
enough energy to go around. 

Noah’s Children entered their 
lives around the time Claire was 
diagnosed and was nearing the 
end of a 60-day hospitalization, 
and as Karen recalls, “They were 
the first people who didn’t think 
it was crazy to want to care for 
Claire at home.”

The nature of mitochondrial dis-
ease means that Claire’s needs are 
ever-evolving, and Karen credits 
Noah’s Children with ensuring her 
medical interventions shift accord-
ingly, while still allowing Claire to be 
a kid out in the world, not stuck in a 
hospital bed. 

“That’s incredibly freeing, and 
we’ve been able to handle many 
things that might have required 
hospitalizations in the past,” she says. 

Similarly, she adds, Noah’s 
Children has always worked to 
enrich Claire’s life beyond her 
medical needs through things 

like music therapy, home 
visits and the various 
events Noah’s Children 
holds throughout the 
year, to name a few. 

And Claire’s big sister 
Emma has never gotten 
lost in the shuffle, either, 
Karen says, noting how 
Noah’s Children twice 
sent Emma to horseback 
riding camp and has 
always worked to ensure 
her needs are met as well. 
In turn, those experiences 
have helped inspire 
Emma to similarly serve 
others by volunteering  
to help those with special 
needs participate in 
activities ranging from 
soccer and basketball, to 
dance and even attending 
Sunday school. 

“She’s all about breaking 
down those barriers for her 
friends,” Karen says, just as 
Noah’s Children has been 
devoted to breaking down 

the barriers facing Claire.
As a result, Claire’s twelfth year 

has been one of her best yet. In 
fact, Karen laughs, Claire’s even 
starting to sass like any adolescent 
would, which she admits is a 
pleasant problem to have. 

“We don’t take that for 
granted,” Karen says. “To see 
where she’s been and how well 
she’s doing now, we appreciate 
every single second.” ♥

The Williams family: Dan, Claire, Karen and Emma
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Top: Members of the Children’s Hope Gala Committee, 
who worked tirelessly to ensure the evening went off 
without a hitch. 
Right: Members of the Archuleta family celebrate Noah’s 
Children’s 20th Anniversary. Pictured, front row, left to 
right, are: Christine F. Archuleta, Dr. Felice M. Archuleta 
and Dr. Bob A. Archuleta. Behind them stand Henry B. 
Archuleta and Elena Archuleta.
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This kindergarten collage depicting Noah’s Ark continues to 
inspire unprecedented action. 

A new concept of care continued from front
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As Noah’s Children marks 20 years of service to Central 
Virginia families, its founder reflects on the pioneering 
program’s beginnings and continued successes

When Bob 
Archuleta, M.D., 
FAAP, FAAHPM, 
Founder and Medical 
Director of Noah’s 

Children, purchased a Noah’s 
Ark-themed collage created 
by his daughter’s kindergarten 

class 20 years ago, it would 
have been easy to hang it in 
his Richmond pediatric office 
and leave it at that. But as 
patients and families continued 
to remark on the artwork, it 
seemed destined to become 
more than adornment. 

A new concept of care

I N  M E M O R I A M
Thank you donors 
and volunteers
Giving to our Noah’s Children Fund 
means you are a part of bringing 
compassionate palliative and hospice 
care to Central Virginia children, 
currently at no charge to our patients 
or their insurance companies. 

Noah’s Children has accomplished  
so much over the 
years because of 
friends like you.

On behalf of the  
staff and families  
we serve, thank you!

Matthew Smith — 2/16/17 - 2/16/17

Adam Wirfs — 6/1/15 - 2/24/17

Ameenah Franklin — 8/3/16 - 3/3/17

Beckett Wyatt — 7/16/07 - 3/19/17

Sarah Norman — 10/21/02 - 3/22/17

Cash Dharamsi — 10/11/13 - 4/12/17

Ka’niyah Brown — 7/9/16 - 4/30/17

Jordan Mast — 7/27/11 - 5/9/17

Logan Bucheit — 5/16/17 - 5/16/17

Adam Marceron — 10/13/11 - 6/5/17

We celebrate the lives of these children
and honor all those who love them.
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Richmond, VA 23226
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Richmond, VA 23230
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Capturing the moments
Noah’s Children partners with local photographer 
When you spend time with Noah’s Children families, you immediately 
sense the connection and depth of love they share. But in the 
course of a challenging journey, taking the time to document the 
moments we spend, and the beauty and joy that arises in those 
moments, can be challenging. 

Through a partnership formed with Noah’s Children last 
November, local photographer Patience Salgado has begun 
offering a range of services as part of Noah’s Children’s memory 
making initiatives. Along with providing birth photography and 
portraiture services, Salgado can also be on-hand to attend 
special events, as well as schedule family sessions where she 
can capture candid, day-in-the-life style moments. 

This direct family service is made possible through generous 
community supporters, and once a family requests Salgado’s services 
through Noah’s Children, she, the family and a Noah’s Children team 
member will meet to craft a plan for what the family would like.  

“My only goal,” Salgado says, “is to reflect back the love these 
families share and hopefully give them something they can cherish.” 

To learn more about Patience Salgado and see more examples  
of her work, visit www.patiencesalgadophotography.com.
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What your support means  
The partnership between Noah’s Children 
and the Bon Secours Health System, started 
in 2008, has helped to ensure that all 
programmatic and administrative costs are 
covered without the aid of donor support. 

This means that every cent Noah’s Children 
receives from the community goes directly 
to serving patients and their families, and 
that no family incurs any cost for the help 
they receive. 

And cents is all it takes. Of the more  
than 1,000 donations made to Noah’s 
Children in 2016, 63 percent ranged  
from $1 to $50. Add it all up, and you  
get real impact.

1,994
clinical home visits by 

physician, nurse, 
social worker, or chaplain 

What we do
For a child living with an incurable illness, life is more 
than a set of medical problems to be solved. In addi-
tion to helping patients and families coordinate care 
and navigate the complexities of treatment options, 
Noah’s Children provides a range of services based 
on each family’s plan of care to alleviate burdens 
and enhance life, including but not limited to: 
■■ Home visitations and 24/7 availability 
■■ Gift cards to cover food, gas and other  
essential expenses

■■ Creative therapies, such as music, art, pet  
and massage

■■ Monthly family meals
■■ Back-to-school book bags for patients  
and siblings

■■ Seasonal events for families to be with others  
facing similar challenges 

■■ Parents’ night out and sibling summer camps
■■ Holiday help, such as family Thanksgiving meals, 
Christmas gifts and Easter baskets for patients  
and siblings

■■ Memorial photos and memory making
■■ Support groups and bereavement camps
■■ Financial assistance with funeral expenses 

When families like the Bakers 
are faced with one of life’s 
most difficult journeys, 
Noah’s Children walks with 
them every step of the way. 
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