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Faith Matters 
The beautiful Matlala family includes parents, Audrey and Levy, 
and their children, Kabelo, 25 (who lives in South Africa), 16-year-old Kganya 
(pronounced Kahn-yah), 12-year-old Tsholo (pronounced Solo) and 4-year-old 

Neo (pronounced Nay-o). A huge hole 
was left in the family this past April, 
however, when Kganya passed away 
from leukemia. But the hole was only a 
physical one because Kganya left behind 
an incredibly resilient, beautiful spirit.

In many ways, Kganya was a typical 
teenage girl who enjoyed music, 
skateboarding, swimming, her Converse 
tennis shoes and vintage clothing. She 
also loved writing, learning, her family 
and God. 

What stood out most about her, father 
Levy notes is that “she also loved things 
that others didn’t like or were indifferent 
to, such as saving panda bears and helping 

pitbulls. She also thought sleeping was a waste because time was too precious a 
gift to throw away. ‘There’s just too much to do,’ she was fond of saying.” 

Even after receiving the grim diagnosis, Kganya continued to live by her 
mantra that “life is not about complaining. It’s just a show. Enjoy what God has 
given you.” 

Kganya’s faith was amazing, mom Audrey says. “She helped us get to a place in 
our walk with God that was unshakeable. Her faith helped us get there. She helped 
us understand that it’s not the end, just a temporary absence.” Kganya’s spirit 
and attitude about life, even at its most difficult times, gave her family comfort 
and peace. 

The family learned of Noah’s Children from a doctor and became part of the 
Noah’s family soon after. 

“Noah’s offered a holistic approach,” Audrey said. “They treated the whole 
family. They helped us not only with pain management, but they walked this path 
with us. They helped us understand that the end would eventually come and how 
to plan for it. It was not easy, but they helped make this whole thing more bearable. 
They gave us scenarios and options that we didn’t know about. They also gave us the 
skills to talk to our daughter and other children about what would happen. We had 
no idea how to approach any of this. Because of Noah’s, we were able to handle it.”

SSaavve te thhe Dae Dattee!!
Mark your calendars for the 
2013 41 Gala Event, celebrating 15 years 
of Noah’s Children. Like the rainbow 
that appeared to Noah on day forty-one 
after the flood, Noah’s Children is a 
beacon of hope for families caring for 
children with life-threatening illnesses. 
Monies raised from this annual event 
provide direct support to the children 
and families our program serves. 

41 Gala Event41 Gala Event
SaturdaySaturday, F, Feb. 16, 2013eb. 16, 2013

7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.

The JThe Jefefferson Hotelferson Hotel
101 W101 W. F. Franklin Streetranklin Street
Richmond, VRichmond, VA 23220A 23220

The evening promises to be one filled 
with friends, elegant cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres, great music, and live and 
silent auctions. For sponsorship or 
ticket information, please contact Peggy 
Wilson at (804) 287-7309. Thanks, and 
we look forward to seeing you there.

forty one

Kganya Matlala’s spirit and attitude about life 
gave her family comfort and peace.
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rating 15 years of serving Central Virginia
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Thanks to the support of our wonderful 
community, we are able to ensure that Noah’s kids 
and their families can experience some of the normal 
things in life, things we often take for granted. The 
programs of Noah’s Children address the very specific 
needs of families, who are losing or who have lost a 
child, in a compassionate environment. The majority of 
these programs would not exist without the generous 
financial and volunteer support of our friends and 
corporate sponsors. In the last several months alone, 
Noah’s was able to provide multiple activities in which 
families were able to relax, play and heal. Some of 
these events included:

Fall Festival: More than 100 Noah’s Children family 
members, staff and volunteers gathered at volunteer 
Linda Phillips’ farm for good old-fashioned family fun 
on October 20. On hand for everyone’s enjoyment were 
hay rides, pony rides, face painting, pumpkin painting, 
cupcake decorating, art projects, football tossing, live 
music by the Diggity Dudes, and a barbecue supper. 
Families also had the opportunity to have photos taken 
in front of a hay backdrop, thanks to photographers 
and Noah’s volunteers Peggy and Hank Graeser.

Pumpkin painting was one of the many activities  
at the 2012 Noah’s Fall Festival.

The Teen Bereavement Camp allows siblings to come together and 
engage in expressive arts and challenging activities.

Your Contributions at Work
Writing Workshop:
On Saturday, October 
6, at Collegiate School, 
nine bereaved parents 
attended a full day of 
creative writing at a 
workshop led by au-
thor Carol Henderson.
One grateful partici-
pant said of the work-
shop: “I was so surprised how much I had inside that needed to be said 
(written). The exercises made it easier to channel the thoughts and put 
them on paper.”

Thanksgiving Meals: Once again, Annie Chalkley, chef extraordinaire,
and her troupe of volunteers provided homemade Thanksgiving meals 
for 25 Noah’s Children families. The volunteers make every meal from 
scratch with fresh ingredients and a whole lot of love! Annie even held 
cooking classes to raise money for this project. According to volunteer 
Linda Nordenberg, “The families we prepare meals for are dealing with 
unbelievable burdens, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and if I can 
bring them a moment of delight, I feel blessed to be able to do so.”

Holiday Party: December 9 was a big day for Noah’s Children families 
as they attended the annual holiday party at St. Mary’s. Approximately 
90 children and families enjoyed the art center, candy necklace making, 
winter-themed temporary tattoos, fishing for gifts, ring toss, cookie 
decorating and story telling.

Teen Bereavement Camp: In most of Noah’s families there are brothers 
and sisters who have lost not only a sibling but also a great deal of time 
with their parents who were caring for the sick family member. To help 
these children cope, Noah’s hosted its first Teen Sibling Camp in October 
where siblings came together to share their stories and engage in expres-
sive arts (drumming, painting, lyric reviews) and some challenging activi-
ties, including a High Ropes Course at Camp Hanover.

Service of Remembrance: On Sunday, 
November 18, Noah’s Annual Service of 
Remembrance was held in the historic 
St. Mary’s Chapel as a celebration of the 
lives who have passed and an honoring 
of those who’ve lost their children. This 
annual gathering allows those who have 
been served by Noah’s Children to share 
their pain and how they’ve been able to 
move through that pain to survive and 
find their “new normal.”

“I was so surprised how much I had inside...” said a 
participant of the Writing Workshop led by Carol Henderson.

This year’s theme was inspired by a 
design created by Tsholo Matlala at 

the Team Bereavement Camp.
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Since Kganya’s passing, the Matlalas have been active in Noah’s 
bereavement programs. “We feel part of Noah’s,” said Levy. “We go 
to events now to help others because we’ve been there. And we can 
share other families’ pain.”

Audrey stresses that by choosing Noah’s Children, they did not 
give up hope for finding a cure for their daughter. “We were still 
pursuing medical treatments and trying to get Kganya into clinical 
trials, but at the same time we also chose to work with Noah’s. They 
lessened the load for us. Without them, we would have been lost. 
Because we allowed them into our lives, our daughter was able to 
leave this world happy, and that was most important.”

Reflecting on the family’s experience, Levy points out that 

Noah’s Children is an appropriate name for the organization. 
Like Noah’s Ark in the Bible, Noah’s Children offered shelter 
from the storm. “The flood caused tears and pain,” said Levy. 
“But Noah called us to get on board where we would be safe. 
Not that we wouldn’t feel pain, because we would, but once 
on board we would be carried through the process, and in the 
end, we would land safely. As a family, we didn’t have to worry 
about drowning in details or other things because we were on 
the Ark with Noah’s Children. Not everyone will get on the 
Ark because not everyone has faith, but faith matters.” 

And from somewhere high above, the angel Kganya is 
smiling and nodding in agreement.

Friends of Noah’s Children 
Noah’s Children is blessed to have tremendous support  
in the community from special friends like these:

Carsen Sanders: Three years ago, when Carsen was 5 years old, a missionary came to 

speak at her church. On the way home her mother noticed that she was very quiet and 

reflective. Carsen explained that she felt called to create a mission to help children here 

in the U.S. Since then, each Christmas she has chosen a different organization that helps 

kids. This year, Carsen chose Noah’s Children and raised $1,200 to purchase gifts for 

Noah’s families. What an amazing and generous child. Thank you, Carsen!

Claire Guidry: Another truly generous child is 5-year-old Claire Guidry, who, instead 

of asking party guests to bring presents, asked them to bring new, unwrapped toys to 

donate to Noah’s Children. Claire’s mom, Ellen, says, “Birthdays are about celebrating a 

child’s life while also helping those who aren’t as fortunate.” And Claire wholeheartedly 

approves of this idea. She talks about it for months afterward, often telling her mom, “I 

hope the sick children are having fun with the toys I donated. It’s important that they 

have fun too.” And it’s important for Noah’s Children to have such thoughtful friends. 

Thank you, Claire!

Other Friends:
Special thanks to these friends for their instrumental roles in helping make life easier 

for our families this fall. 

u Bryan and Teresa Mueller and the Closet Factory for their assistance with the Fall 
Festival and financial contributions;

u St. Edwards 7th- and 8th-grade students for their cash, gift card donations, and 
Christmas presents for families;

u Benedictine High School for donating the proceeds of their charity dodgeball match 
between students and staff;

u Commonwealth Women’s Club for their financial contribution;

u Chesterfield County Women’s Correctional Center for their monthly donation from 
inmates; and

u Our wonderful staff & volunteers for their time, contributions and talents.

TTo learn more  o learn more  
about supporting  about supporting  

NoahNoah’s Children as a ’s Children as a 
donor or a volunteerdonor or a volunteer, , 
please contact us at please contact us at 

(804) 287-7686.(804) 287-7686.

Faith Matters  Continued from front page

Claire Guidry asked her birthday guests to bring 
new toys to donate to Noah’s Children.

This Christmas Carsen Sanders raised $1,200 
to purchase gifts for Noah’s families.
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Visit Us on the Web
www.noahschildren.com

(804) 287-7686

Office
5855 Bremo Rd., Suite 409

Richmond, VA 23226

Donations
7229 Forest Ave., Suite 200

Richmond, VA 23226

TTHHAANNKK Y YOOUU

DDOONNOORRSS AANNDD V VOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS

NNooaahh’’s Cs Chhiillddrreen hn haas as accccoommplpliisshheed d 
sso mo muucch oh ovveer tr thhe ye yeeaarrs  s  

bebeccaauusse oe of ff frriieenndds ls liikke ye yoouu.  .  
WhWheetthheer ir itt’’s ms maakkiing a dng a doonnaattiioon  n  

oor vr voolluunntteeeerriing yng yoouur tr tiimmee,  ,  
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qquualaliitty cy caarre ae annd sd seerrvviiccees ts to fo faammiilliieess. . 
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aannd fd faammiilliiees we ss we seerrvvee,,

tthhaannk yk yoouu!!

We celebrate the lives of these children
and honor all those who love them.

Jamir Gee
7/7/08 - 9/1/12

Kadijah Sharif
1/22/04 - 10/12/12

Noah Muncy
10/5/12 - 10/20/12

Dylan Feeney
12/17/02 - 11/23/12

Lyric Robinson
11/24/12 - 12/2/12

Anijah Brown
3/6/07 - 12/24/12
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